
Together Achieving Educational Success 

It is the policy of the Tyrone Area School District not to discriminate on the basis of gender, handicap, race and national origin in its educational and vocational programs, activities, or em-
ployment as required by Title IX, Section 504, and Title VI.  Please direct questions about this policy to the Superintendent of Schools, at 814.684.0710 Ext. 4123. 

 

5 Elementary Report Card Day 

11 
Veteran’s Day Holiday: No School 

Daycare Closed 

25 
In-Service Day: No Classes 

Daycare Open/Sign-up Required 

26 
Thanksgiving Day:  No School 

Daycare Closed 

27 
Thanksgiving Vacation:  No School 

Daycare Closed 

30 
Thanksgiving Vacation:  No School 

Daycare Closed 

 

 

23 
Christmas Vacation:  No School 
Daycare Open/Sign-up Required 

24 
Christmas Vacation:  No School 

Daycare Closed 

25 
Christmas Day:  No School 

Daycare Closed 

28 
Christmas Vacation:  No School 
Daycare Open/Sign-up Required 

29 
Christmas Vacation:  No School 
Daycare Open/Sign-up Required 

30 
Christmas Vacation:  No School 
Daycare Open/Sign-up Required 

31 
Christmas Vacation:  No School 

Daycare Closed 

JANUARY 1, 2021: NO SCHOOL & DAYCARE CLOSED 
RETURN FROM CHRISTMAS VACATION IS 

MONDAY—JANUARY 4, 2021 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2020-21 
ISSUE NO. 1 / AUG-SEPT-OCT 

A New Look for Our School Year 

—by Miss Kristin Musselman, Tyrone Elementary Principal 
 

 Students and staff members have welcomed the 2020-21 
school year with elbow bumps and smiling eyes. While the COVID-19 
pandemic has altered the daily routines within the elementary school, 
we are excited to have our students, teachers and staff members back 
in the building on a regular basis. With the addition of teachers to 
several of our largest grade levels, we have been able to keep our 
classroom sizes low enough to allow for social distancing. Although 
having desks spread apart in rows is not typical for elementary aged 
students, the children don’t seem to mind. Each day, I am greeted with 
comments of happiness as the buses arrive and the students enter the 
building. I truly feel that the students are simply happy to be back at 
school and around their friends and teachers! I also believe that the 
teachers are glad to be teaching in person and are happy they have 
had the opportunity to form in-person relationships with their students 
and families to begin the year. 
  
 Although the daily operations appear different, we have taken 
strides to keep the typical school day as normal as possible. The 
TAES students continue to follow the SOAR expectations and continue 
to be rewarded monthly through classroom celebrations. During the 
month of September, all students enjoyed a movie and snack with their 
classmates and in October, they took part in pumpkin decorating and 
received treats from teachers and staff members throughout the 
building. As students continue to earn SOAR tickets, they also have 
the opportunity to purchase items from the SOAR Store or to save 
them for special classroom rewards designed by the teachers. 
  
 As we head into the holiday season, I would 
like to send a big thank you to all of the teachers, 
paraprofessionals, custodial staff, cafeteria staff, 
secretarial staff, families and community members 
that have gone above and beyond in order to help 
support the education of our elementary students 
during such an unprecedented time! Enjoy the 
holiday season! 

School Picture Make-up Day: 

 
Thursday—November 19th 

10am to 1pm 
 

Contact your child’s homeroom teacher 
if you need an order form. 



Kindergarten Excitement 
—by Mrs. Elder and Mrs. Hommer 

 
We made it to November! We are so excited to be in the classroom working with 
our wonderful students again! In Kindergarten, we have been focusing on getting 
to know each other and all the new routines that a new year brings! We’ve prac-
ticed compound words, counting syllables, rhyming, and many other skills that are 
foundational when it comes to becoming a great reader. In math, we’ve been 
building our number sense, counting, and comparing numbers.  In science 
and social studies, we have learned about ourselves, community helpers, 
and talked a lot about Fall.  
 
The weather has been so beautiful this season, we have had the opportunity 
to go on walks and appreciate the beauty of nature. We went on a leaf hunt 
and used our collections to create “leaf creatures” inspired by, “The Leaf 
Man,” by Lois Ehlert.  
 
Although this year is unlike any other, we appreciate your support in your child’s education. We 
look forward to continuing our partnership in making this year as safe and enjoyable as possible for 
your children.  

Calling all Fancy Writers!  

— submitted by the Third Grade Team 

 

Our year began with the excitement of cursive writing. The kids are thrilled to learn, and the 

teachers are excited to teach! 

  

We began with the basic strokes. The undercurve, downcurve, slant, and overcurve. Once 

the strokes were learned, the students transitioned to writing letters.  We’ve learned the 

lower case b, e, w, u and I — to name a few.  

 

Throughout the year we’ll be working on connecting our new letters, but that takes time. 

The art of writing cursive is not lost here at Tyrone!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Up next:   multiplication facts! 

 
 

     



Music Class Rhythms   

—submitted by Debbie Estright, Elementary Music Teacher 

Hand drums, boom whackers, egg shakers, and rhythm 
sticks are just a few of the percussion classroom instru-
ments students at Tyrone Elementary have been playing 

in music class this school year.  Students are learning 
rhythm reading skills using a variety of notes and rests 

including quarter notes, eighth notes, and even sixteenth 
notes to create a variety of rhythm patterns. Students are 
learning to read music and are making music as a team.  
The students show excitement and enthusiasm to exhibit 
their rhythm reading skills as they use these instruments 

to make music in a variety of ways.  

 

Preparing for an Election — submitted by the Fourth Grade Team 

Despite the crazy year that 2020 has been so far, the fourth grade 
students are doing an awesome job at school!  Since, this is a 

presidential election year, we wanted to make sure our students 
understand the different parts of an election. We’ve broken it down into 

seven units. The seven parts are:  

  

•  Electoral College 

•  Voting Process 

•  Legislative Branch 

•  Judicial Branch  

•  Executive Branch 

•  Republican Party (History and beliefs) 

•  Democratic Party (History and beliefs) 

 

The students are anxiously awaiting the race to 270!  

At the conclusion of our unit, we’ll be having a mock election in our hallway, where we 
talk about different districts and how that determines where you vote.  

 

 

 



Covid-19?? Never Fear!  

We have a great Reading Team here! 
—submitted by Mrs. Brenda Miller, Reading Specialist 

 

Yes, Covid-19 restrictions have forced the year to start a little differently, but as you 
probably have realized, the TASD teachers and staff have pulled together to still 
create a wonderful learning environment; that includes the TAES Reading Team. The 
Reading Team has had to adjust from the beginning of the year due a few of the 
team being pulled to teach regular education classes (Mrs. Wagner- 3rd grade and 
Mrs. Bilotto- 2nd grade); nonetheless, the remaining three Reading Team teachers 
(Mrs. Grieco, Mr. Shue and Mrs. Miller) have stepped into superhero mode to provide 
students with highly interactive and engaging interventions, which equips students 
with better reading, decoding, sight word, and other necessary skills. The Reading 
Team encourages you to take time with your child each day and use those times at 
home to explore reading from many perspectives. Listed below are some ways to 
expand your child’s comprehension, fluency, and enjoyment for reading. 

  
• Race to the finish — both you and your child read a page (or an entire book) and see who can beat their  

time with the most gains by reading it 2 times each.  
• Read the book and then play I-spy within the book — look throughout the book to find what is being 

described. 
• Choose a picture (or a word) within the book and create as many rhyming words of that item (ex. Dog, 

fog, sog, log, etc).  
• Ask 20-questions — Have one person explain why they liked this story by asking the OTHER person 

twenty questions (ex- Did you like the dog on Page 2?   Did you think it was a happy 
thing for the dog to sleep all day?) 

• After you read the book, look it up on YouTube to see/hear someone else read that 
book aloud. Then compare what it was you did or did not like about the way they 
read it online. Maybe even record you reading it and add it to YouTube yourself! 
 

Using as many opportunities to share in the excitement of reading will promote better reading!  
 

Be the Superhero of Reading! 

Learning in Preschool 
by Ms. Becker, PreK4 Teacher 

 

It was a nice, calm start to the year in our hybrid model as the 

students got used to the rules and routines for school.  But we are GLAD to 

have all of the students back full time!  We are so proud of their hard work 

during the hybrid schedule and wanted to give a shout out to families for 

their efforts during the first marking period.  We couldn’t have done it 

without you! 

In October, our science theme focused on Farms!  We learned about 

farm animals, buildings and machines.  We created some fake animals in 

our classroom.  The students enjoyed “milking a cow” and making 

butter!  You can see pictures below of some of the fun!  Since we were 

unable to take a field trip, we had some special guests bring animals to 

meet us during recess.  A special thanks to Mrs. Emily Emigh for bringing 

in her chicken and Mrs. Laura Lake for bringing her sheep dog!   



America the Beautiful 

By First Grade teachers Megan Myers, Sarah Lauder, & Sarah Ciampoli 

America the Beautiful, was the first graders kick off social studies unit to start the school 

year!  In this unit first graders learned about the rules and the Constitution,  Pledge of Alle-

giance, our American flag, the Statue of Liberty, bald eagles, the Liberty Bell, and the 

White House.  Check out some specific activities we took part in below: 
 

Students were amazed to learn about the 

bald eagle.  Thanks to technology, the first 

grade classes were able to watch two wild 

bald eagles through a web camera, Sam & 

Gabby, in their large aerie in Florida.  They 

were busy gathering sticks and preparing their 

nest.  Check out this site and join us for “egg 

watch.” https://nefleaglecam.org/    Also, to 

get the true understanding of just how large 

these birds are we measured their wingspan 

and compared it to a first grader. 

 

 

When learning about the Statue of Lib-

erty, students were surprised to learn 

that she was originally copper brown 

but has turned green over time.  In 

some classes, students conducted an 

experiment using salt, vinegar, and 

pennies and watched the pennies 

change color over a day or so.   

 

 

Finally, to wrap up the unit, the students discussed their favorite symbol and why they liked 

it so much.  In Mrs. Myers’ class, students used Flipgrid to record a video about their favor-

ite American symbol. 

 

 

https://nefleaglecam.org/


Chromebooks Coming to a Second Grade Near You! 

—submitted by Mrs. Fleck 

In the past couple of months, second grad-

ers have been getting accustomed to using 

Chromebooks.  Although we are not one to one 

with electronics yet, we have a Chromebook cart 

that we are using in the classrooms to help stu-

dents become familiar with logging on and using 

programs.  They have been experimenting with 

assignments in Seesaw, exploring Google, and 

working on their skills in iReady.   

 Second graders are anxiously anticipating the day their very own Chrome-

book will arrive.  Here is what they have to say about them: 

“I like using the chrome books because I get to learn on them.” “I like Seesaw the best!” 
—Owen C., Mrs. Walk’s Class 

 
“I liked being able to practice writing my spelling words using glow writing.  I am looking forward to practic-

ing math using IXL.”—Garrett C., Mrs. Paul’s class  
 

“I like that we use programs like IXL and I-Ready.  I look forward to playing games on the Chromebook.” 
—Ryan P., Mrs. Sharbaugh’s class 

 
“I liked doing the iReady things and getting to play cat stacker.  I look forward to having Chromebooks eve-

ryday so that the lessons can be more fun.”—Desmond B., Mrs. Jamison’s class 
 

“I like getting on Bookflix and learning about nature.  I’m looking forward to playing leaning games when 
we get our own Chromebooks.”  Eryn S., Mrs. Fleck’s class 

 
 “I had fun rainbow writing my spelling words.  I am looking forward to working on them every day.” Avery 

W., Mrs. Chichester’s class 
 

“I enjoy doing math assignments in SeeSaw like Place Value Detective. I can’t wait to be able to read 
books every day in Raz Kids.”—Allie T., Mrs. Elder’s class 

A Note from Your School Counselors . . .  

Mrs. Eaken and Mrs. Gertz are excited to be back into classrooms presenting lessons to 
students in grades K through 4.  During the month of October, we covered topics relating to 
getting to know your school counselor, goal setting, being your true self and career 
awareness.  As we move ahead into November our lessons will focus on being thankful and 
showing gratitude towards others.  It is our goal to meet with every classroom at least once a 
month.  

 
November is also time for Parent/Teacher conferences.  If you wish to speak to your child’s school 
counselor, please contact us to schedule a meeting. 
 

Mrs. Eaken: kjeaken@tyrone.k12.pa.us  814/684-1342 ext. 2716 

mailto:kjeaken@tyrone.k12.pa.us



